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MAYñJUNE DISASTER SERVICES CLASS SCHEDULE 

COURSE NAME DAY & DATE TIME LOCATION 

International Humanitarian Law  
Saturday, 5/8/10  

9 AMñ2 PM MC 

Foundations of Disaster Mental Health  Saturday, 5/15/10  9 AMñ5 PM HQ 

Client Assistance System  Tuesday, 5/18/10  6:30 PMñ9 PM King 

Mass Care: Overview Tuesday, 5/25/10  6 PMñ9 PM HQ 

Client Casework  Saturday, 6/5/10  9 AMñ4 PM HQ 

Mass Care Overview, Shelter Ops, Shelter Ops 

Simulation  

Saturday, 6/12/10  9 AMñ5 PM HQ 

ERV Saturday, 6/26/10  9 AMñ4 PM HQ 

Psychological First Aid  Tuesday, 6/29/10  6 PMñ10 PM MC 

Below is a list of courses for the months of May and June. If you are interested in signing up 

for any of them, please contact Disaster Services director Erin Craig by phone at (941) 792 -

8686 or through e-mail at CraigE@manateeredcross.org. 
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ACTIVE HURRICANE SEASON ON APPROACH 

Beginning on June 1 and extending through November 30, Hurricane Season will officially begin. As Flo-

ridians, we are in a unique situation: not only are we subjected to some of the highest levels of tropical 

activity on the planet, but as a result, we are in the advantageous position (particularly as Red Cross 

volunteers) of having thorough knowledge of how to respond to potential hurricane disasters.  

The forecast team at Colorado State University has predicted that the 2010 Hurricane Season will be 

more active than average, with fifteen named storms (i.e. storms that reach tropical storm or hurri-

cane levels) forming in the Atlantic basin. Of these fifteen, eight of them are expected to reach hurri-

cane status, and four of the eight may develop into major hurricanes.  

This means that this year in particular, we should prepare for any eventuality with regard to responding 

to storms, both in our community and in our everyday lives. Be sure to prepare a family plan for 

evacuation or shelter, create a disaster supply kit, and do whatever is within your budget to make your 

home better able to withstand the chaos of a hurricane.  

Manatee County and the surrounding area has been rather fortunate in recent years, with most storms 

initially projected to hit us going off trajectory either narrowly or entirely, or else losing significant 

strength before crossing our path. However, thereõs never a guarantee that our luck wonõt run out, so 

preparedness is always the best route. Be sure to inform friends and family to do the same. With your 

help, we can make sure that whatever storm we may or may not encounter, weõll be ready to respond 

swiftly with exacting precision.  
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By listening to input from students 

of the Babysitterôs Training course, 

the American Red Cross has re-

vised the curriculum to better ap-

peal to a young audience by includ-

ing videos, discussions, hands-on 

activities, and role-playing exer-

cises. 

Students who take the course will 

receive numerous take-home train-

ing materials as well, including a 

Babysitterôs Training Handbook, an 

Emergency Reference Guide to 

help them prepare for common 

emergencies, and a Training CD-

ROM with tools designed to aid in 

the business aspects of babysitting 

and provide ideas for activities. 

òAs a Red Cross-trained babysitter, you 

have an awesome opportunity to help 

your family and neighbors . . . and pick up 

some valuable skills, too!ó 

- Raven-Symoné, star of the Emmy-

nominated childrenõs show Thatõs So Raven 

and Red Cross Celebrity Cabinet Member 

The course curriculum includes: 

Infant Child CPR one-year certification  

First Aid three-year certification 

Additionally, students will learn methods of: 

Supervising children and infants  

Performing basic childcare skills such as diapering and feeding  

Choosing safe, age-appropriate games and toys  

Handling bedtime and discipline issues  

Identifying safety hazards and preventing injuries  

Caring for common injuries and emergencies such as choking, 

burns, cuts and bee stings  

Communicating effectively with parents  

Finding and interviewing for babysitting jobs 

If you are a young volunteer or you know anyone who might be inter-

ested, contact the Manatee County Chapter at (941) 792-8686 ext. 

1101, or register online at http://www.flwestcoastredcross.org. 
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Our CEO, Bobbi Larson, and the rest of our region 
recently set up a new program to diversify our 
fundraising.   The program involves placing recep-
tacles for clothes in strategic areas around the 
county.   The company who owns these boxes 
sells the clothes and gives us money for each x 
amount of clothing. Right now the Tampa chap-

ter is making over $1,000/month for each box.  

We will have one at 59 th St. and Bobbi/Tracy V 
are already working on more locations.   Now 
weõre asking your helpñbut your help comes with 

a benefit.   

We initially need to place 26 boxes in high traffic 
areas (and preferably along some type of organ-
ized route, so the company can easily pick them 
up each week).   But for each box you secure (i.e. 
a box that is actually placed), the company will 

pay you $100.  

There is an info session if you are interested in 

learning more:  

Thursday, May 6 th   

10am-11am 

Manatee County Chapter Headquarters on 59th 

Street in Bradenton  

Please contact Brandi Jones if you will attend this ses-

sion at:  

jonesb@manateeredcross.org or (941) 792-8686. 

A WAY TO HELP THE MANATEE COUNTY CHAPTER... AND YOURSELF!  

The American Red Cross Manatee County Chapter seeks local businesses, schools, churches, apartment com-

plexes, shopping plazas, retailers, etc. to have clothing collection boxes placed on their property. This will al-

low community members to place unwanted clothing in the boxes to be sold at thrift stores.  

The proceeds from the bulk sale of the clothing and shoes will then be donated back to the American Red Cross, 

benefitting our Manatee County Chapter.  

Trained MSI drivers will pick up clothing and shoe donations that are inside the box multiple times per week, 

usually at night so that your business will not have any interruptions in traffic/parking during normal business 

hours.  

If you are Interested or have a referral, please contact Tracy Vanderneck, our Financial Development Director, 

at 941.792.8686 ext. 1116.  

FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN HOSTING A BOX:  



MANATEE RED CROSS ANNUAL MEETING 
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Please Join Us At Gold Coast Eagle  

for the  

American Red Cross Manatee County Chapter  

93rd Annual Meeting 

May 13, 2010 · 5:30pm to 7:30pm  

7051 Wireless Court, Lakewood Ranch  

$10 donation suggested  

Light hors dõ oeuvres  

Complimentary beer from Gold Coast Eagle 

 
Please RSVP to  

Tracy Yarrow at 941.792.8686  

By Wednesday, May 5th  

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
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VOLUNTEER 

WISDOM 

CORNER 

THANKS FOR A FULL YEAR OF SERVICE 

Below is a list of volunteers and their respective 
start dates. Thanks to all of you for your hard work 
and dedication!  

 

Jill N. Klein, 5/1/2009  
 
Margaret C. Tusing, 5/4/2009  
 
Judith A. Pijanowski, 5/4/2009  
 
Laura M. Dobrin, 5/6/2009  
 
Sandra N. Schneider, 5/6/2009  
 
Susan M. Fairchild, 5/19/2009  
 
R. J. Korteweg, 5/19/2009  
 
Roy D. Jackson, 5/20/2009 
 
Finley E. Allen, 5/27/2009  
 
Beth Mathews, 5/27/2009  
 
Stefanie L. Becker, 6/1/2009  
 
Catherine M. Praught, 6/8/2009  
 
Edward D. Patten, 6/11/2009  
 
Jesus E. Garcia, 6/11/2009 

òNearly every problem our world faces is currently being solved 

in some community by some group or some individual. Imagine 

if we could only get all these hearts and minds connected so 

that we could collectively tackle our problems.ó 

ñ Diane Branson 

Cary Ward joined the chapter in January of this 

year and has been working as the Retention  

Specialist in Volunteer Services.  Her computer 

skills and attention to detail make things run so 

smoothly and help our chapter maintain better 

service to our volunteers.  Cary is now          

conducting exit interviews for volunteers leaving 

the chapter, in addition to 1 -month follow -ups 

for new members to make sure they havenõt 

fallen through the cracks.  We appreciate the 

motivation that Cary brings to what she does 

and am so glad she is part of our chapter!  



INTERNATIONAL CORNER: H AITI PROGRESS REPORT 
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EVACUATION ZONES UPDATED FOR 2010  

 On April 12, 2010, the American Red Cross issued a three-month progress report on its efforts 

in Haiti since the January 12 earthquake and describing its plans to support Haitiõs recovery 

over the next three to five years by investing in shelter, water, sanitation, livelihoods, disaster 

preparedness and health programs. 

òWhile the crisis in Haiti is far from over, you can see many signs of progress, with roads 

cleared, vendors lining sidewalks and Haitians walking down the streets of Port -au-Prince with a 

sense of purpose and even an occasional smile,ó said Gail McGovern, president and CEO with 

the American Red Cross. 

Since the January 12 earthquake, Red Cross and Red Crescent teams from 40 nations, including 

the American Red Cross, have overcome many hurdles to meet the emergency needs of approxi-

mately 2 million especially vulnerable people.  

Source: www.redcross.org. For more information, including a full report of conditions in Haiti, visit redcross.org/haiti.  

Manatee County Emergency Management has posted new, increased 

evacuation zones for our county.  To check your area, visit the website 

www.mymanatee.org  and: 

1. Click on the Departments link at the top menu bar  

2. Scroll down and click on the Public Safety department  

3. On the left -hand menu, click on Emergency Management 

4. Click on the GIS Evacuation Zones Map link to open the map 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS 2010 SUMMER SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

Come take part in our Elementary Education Program  

Teach elementary�� aged students important skills such as basic First Aid and Disaster 
Preparedness, and get involved with fun service projects and training activities! 

Activities listed are for all teens from ages 13 ñ18. 

GET YOUR SERVICE HOURS! 

Contact the Chapter to sign up 
or for more details  on either of 

the programs on this page: 

Call (941) 792-8686 or email 
tappd@manateeredcross.org 

Attend a weeklong series of Disaster training, drills and field trips. Become a member of the Disaster 
Youth Response Team and help your community whenever and wherever disaster strikes! 

There are two options for attendance: 

July 19 ñ23 

Eastside Red Cross 

10311 Malachite Drive, Lakewood Ranch  

July 26 ñ30 

Westside Red Cross 

2905 59th Street, Bradenton  

OR 

Sessions, including meals and field trips, 
are $60.00 per week.  Please note: pre-
registration is required, and attendance is 
limited to only 25 registrants. Contact the 
Chapter for details on the schedule of ac-
tivities or to register. 


