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The Red Cross  
In Our Community 
Disaster Relief and Community Disaster Education 

When a disaster threatens or strikes, the Red Cross is there. 

This year we responded to 49 local disasters, most of which 

were residential fires. We helped 39 affected individuals 

and families with emergency food, shelter and supplies.  
     

Because being prepared can make your family and commu-

nity safer and sometimes minimize injury and destruction, 

1,113 residents attended our disaster education presenta-

tions in the community. 
    

Health and Safety Services 

From first aid, CPR and AED training to swimming and 

lifeguarding, American Red Cross programs help people 

lead safer and healthier lives. This year, 8,452 individuals 

learned lifesaving skills through classes offered by the 

chapter. 
    

Services To Armed Forces 

The American Red Cross provides communication between 

those in the Armed Forces and their families. We have a 

worldwide network that reaches service members wherever 

they are to communicate a birth, death or illness. This year 

we provided emergency connections for 95 military  

families. 
   

Youth Corps 

One hundred and twenty-seven youth volunteers helped 

further the Red Cross mission by teaching safety skills to 

children, representing Red Cross at community functions, 

and helping serve victims during emergencies. 
     

Florida’s West Coast Region 

The Manatee County Chapter is now a part of the Florida’s 

West Coast Region of Chapters (Hillsborough, Pasco,  

Pinellas, Manatee, Hardee, Sarasota, DeSoto, Port Charlotte 

counties). This regional grouping enables the chapters to 

share resources and consolidate efforts in order to reduce 

costs, making us better stewards of your donor dollars. All 

donations may still be designated to be used for services in 

Manatee and Hardee Counties.  

   

Mission Statement 
 

The American Red Cross, a humanitarian organiza-

tion led by volunteers and guided by its Congres-

sional Charter and the Fundamental principles of the 

International Red Cross Movement, will provide  

relief to victims of disasters and help people prevent, 

prepare for and respond to  

emergencies. 
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